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Draft Registration:

Advice for Conscientious Objectors

1. All male U.S. citizens, resident aliens, and nationals must register with the Selective Service System (SSS) within 30 days of their 18th birthday.

2. There is no opportunity to claim conscientious objector (c.o.) status in the process of registering for the draft.

3. A registrant wanting to claim c.o. status will have to act quickly upon receiving an induction notice.

a. Upon receiving an induction notice, the registrant will have ten days to file a claim for conscientious objector status, and mail the supporting documents to his/her Selective Service System area office.

b. It is therefore vitally important that the registrant be prepared well in advance of an actual draft.

4. The first step is to document your conscientious objector status at the time that you register for the draft at your local post office.

a. C.o.’s should write on the registration from in a blank space a statement like: “I am a conscientious objector to war in any form.”  This is not a classification, but it can help you later.

b. Make a photocopy of your registration form for your own records before you submit it to the postal worker.   SSS will ignore your statement; but having a copy will document the fact that you sought to register your c.o. status long before receiving an induction notice.

5. Any registrant who wishes to apply someday for c.o. status should immediately begin a file.

a. The registrant should keep one copy of the file with himself/herself.

b. The registrant should keep one copy of the file at one or more locations.  These locations can include:

· The registrant’s church.

· The church’s denominational offices.

· Lombard Mennonite Peace Center (LMPC), 1263 S. Highland Ave., Suite IN, Lombard, IL 60148.  630-627-0507.

· Center on Conscience and War (formerly NISBCO), 1830 Connecticut Ave., NW, Washington, D.C., 20009.  202-483-2220.
6. What should be included in a potential c.o.’s file?

a. A copy of the registration form, filled out at the post office and sent by them to the Selective Service System.

b. A completed “Christian Peacemaker Registration” form, available from LMPC.

c. Letters of support:

· There should be at least four letters.

· These should come from a cross-section of acquaintances: a teacher, a pastor, a relative, an employer, a friend.

d. Term papers written for school discussing one’s views on violence, warfare, and related topics.

e. Baptismal certificates, diplomas from denominational schools, and other church documents.

f. Denominational statements on war and peacemaking.
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