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The military invasion of Iraq endangers the lives of millions of Iraqis and others, damages efforts toward international peace and justice, and diminishes the witness of the Christian church. We are acutely saddened by these developments.  As part of the Mennonite and Brethren In Christ churches in North America we recommit ourselves to Christ's way of peace, love and justice for all people, including those in Iraq.

The Christian church is called to take risks for those who suffer (Matt. 25), for those who are hungry (Matt. 14), and for the enemy (Matt. 5).  Because of this calling, MCC will sponsor food and material aid shipments to Iraq and will continue to advocate on behalf of people who are suffering because of this war. We will continue to pray for an end to hostilities and for the safety of all people involved in this war.

We call on the church and national leaders to focus attention on the humanitarian crisis facing the Iraqi people and others in the region and to advocate peaceful, just resolutions.

MCC has been involved in Iraq since 1991 and the time of the first Gulf War.  The war and its aftermath has caused great suffering for the people of Iraq.  We are saddened that this war may make a difficult situation worse.

We acknowledge that MCC does not carry the responsibility of national officials and diplomats to broker international peace and security.  But our extensive international involvement, including more than 50 years experience in the Middle East, and our faith in God and God's love for all people, leads us to do everything possible to prevent more war and bloodshed.

We call on the church and national leaders to recognize that this invasion has the potential to further weaken international systems, such as those designed to avert war and encourage dialogue and negotiation.

This military response may bring not only death and destruction, but increased anti-American and anti-Western sentiment, spreading the kinds of convictions and passions that so often lead to further violence and destruction. We recognize the weakening of civil liberties for immigrant communities and people of Arab descent within the United States and call on the church to respond with compassion.

We understand this war brings disagreement within the church over how the church should respond.  Our prayer is that the church will focus on Christ's way of peace, humility and justice and will do all within its power to end this war and the suffering of the Iraqi people. We pray for peace with justice throughout the Middle East and in North America. 

The Lombard Mennonite Peace Center affirms the above statement from Mennonite Central Committee, joining them in these convictions and the call for the church to focus on Christ’s way of peace.







All this is from God, who reconciled us to himself through Christ, and has given us the ministry of reconciliation.  – 2 Corinthians 5:18

