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Lombard Mennonite Peace Center   101 West 22nd Street, Suite 206, Lombard, IL 60148

War in Iraq:

Educational Programs and Audio-Visual Resources

The Lombard Mennonite Peace Center provides educational resources on the war in Iraq and the response of Christian peacemakers.  We also conduct programs that focus on the history of Christian responses to war and peace.  The following programs and A-V resources would be appropriate for a weekly adult educational series, a church retreat day, or Saturday workshop.  Any one of them would be appropriate for a single session event.  One is specifically designed for church youth groups.

Educational Programs:

Christ Calls Us to Peacemaking:  Biblical Foundations


The session examines the biblical basis for peace, including the concept of Shalom in the Old Testament and the 


New Testament understanding of peacemaking as grounded in peace with God, the peace of God, and Christ’s 


call to peacemaking. 

Christian Responses to War and Peace:  Jesus and the Way of Nonviolence

The session examines the scriptural passages that support the biblical pacifist position, in addition to exploring the pacifism of the Early Christian church and its expression at other points in church history.

Christian Responses to War and Peace:  The Just War Tradition

An exploration of the history of the just war tradition and the ethical criteria used by its proponents, the session ultimately challenges people to consider whether the decision to go to war in Iraq meets the just war criteria.

Christian Responses to War and Peace:  Active Peacemaking


Using an integrated framework for peacebuilding, the session explores ways that peace efforts can fit within that 


framework to address the humanitarian needs and the consequences of war.

Between Iraq and a Hard Place:  What’s a Christian to Do?

The session explores the history of the conflict with Iraq and the implications of the current war for Iraq, the Middle East, and the world as a whole.

War in Iraq:  Thinking About Your Beliefs


Participants will have an opportunity to reflect on how their beliefs about war have developed, while being 


challenged to reflect on the current war in a way that is consistent with their Christian faith.

Conscientious Objection and Draft Registration

The session is designed for church youth groups interested in exploring the Christian conscientious objector position, while also highlighting current draft laws and how to document one’s beliefs as a conscientious objector.

LMPC staff will lead the programs.  LMPC Executive Director, Richard Blackburn is an ordained minister in the Mennonite Church, with experience as a mediator and trainer in conflict transformation.  LMPC Associate Director, Robert Williamson, a graduate of the Lutheran School of Theology, is the developer of Here I Stand, a process for individuals to examine the development of their personal beliefs.  LMPC Assistant Director, Marty Farahat, brings to these programs a life-long commitment to peacemaking, and first-hand experiences from living in the Middle East, both before and after the 1967 war.
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Selected Audio-Visual Resources on Iraq and the Middle East:

Iraq:  Behind Enemy Lines – Produced by the delegation from the Church of the Brethren who visited 



churches and mosques in Iraq in December, 2001, the video shows some of the consequences of the 



sanctions imposed on Iraq, highlighting the effect especially on children.  16 minutes, VHS. 

Oil, Arms, and the Gulf – What are the long-term implications of U.S. and European military involvement 

in the Per​sian Gulf, beginning with the response to the Iraqi invasion of Kuwait?  What are the 

effects of mixing oil, military force, and Arab nationalism?  American and Middle Eastern voices 

speak out.  30 minutes, VHS.
Change of Command – The stories of military veterans whose inner voice clashed with their military 


duties, the video challenges youth and adults alike to examine their faith as it relates to violence, 


war, and peace.  42 minutes, VHS.

Courage along the Divide:  Movement for Peace Amidst the Arab/Israeli Conflict – Interviews in 

Hebrew and Arabic, with English subtitles, document the yearning for peace among both Arabs and 

Israelis in Palestine.  75 minutes, VHS.

Dead, Buried, and Living in Hebron – Includes an overview of the people and history of Hebron – the  

West Bank town that has been a particular hot spot in the Israeli-Palestinian conflict – explores

some of the nature of the conflict, and presents the Christian Peacemaker Teams (CPT) effort to 

pursue the things that make for peace.  22 minutes, VHS.

Collecting Stories from Exile:  Chicago Palestinians Remember 1948 – An oral history wherein 

Palestinians from the 1948-generation describe their daily lives prior to the war, their experiences 

of fleeing, and finding refuge, the nature of their resistance, the emotional trauma, and finally their 

lives now as exiles living in the United States.  28 minutes, VHS.

The above titles represent only a small representative sample of available A-V resources; contact LMPC if interested in receiving a more complete list.  Videos relevant to the war in Iraq, conscientious objection, and the Middle East may be borrowed on a free-loan basis, with costs to the borrower limited to actual shipping/postage fees.





Churches interested in hosting one or more of the educational programs or borrowing a video may contact LMPC by phone at 630-627-0507.








All this is from God, who reconciled us to himself through Christ, and has given us the ministry of reconciliation.—2 Corinthians 5:18


