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Lombard Mennonite Peace Center   101 West 22nd Street, Suite 206, Lombard, IL 60148

The Middle East Conflict: The Rocky Path Toward Peace

The Lombard Mennonite Peace Center provides programs in Christian peacemaking to churches, schools, and community groups. The events in the Middle East continue to capture front page headlines, and the top of the hour news stories, yet as a nation we remain sadly uninformed or misinformed about this area of the world. Before we can effectively work for peaceful solutions to these seemingly intractable problems, we recognize the need to explore the history of the Middle East conflict, listening to all voices from the region, Christian, Muslim and Jew. 

The Lombard Mennonite Peace Center offers a four-week educational series to churches or other interested groups, appropriate for adult Sunday school or evening sessions. Any of the four presentations could stand alone as a single session event as well.

Session #1—Christ Calls Us to Peacemaking: Current Challenges and Biblical Foundations

To introduce the study, we begin with a slide devotion that focuses on the many Biblical calls to peace and justice in both the Old and New Testaments. An interactive assessment of a group’s current understanding of the region of the Middle East, introduction of the Study Circle and the “Integrated Framework for Peace-building,” as a way of organizing our exploration of the issues in the conflict, and a brief video, make up the rest of the first session.

Session #2 The Historical Roots of the Conflict: The Evolving Quagmire
The map of the Middle East has changed dramatically over time. It continues to be altered on a near-daily basis. We will look at the area first from the long view in an attempt to see past migrations and conquests that affected the cur​rent state of affairs. Following this we will more closely explore the situation "on the ground," both from a geographi​cal and a personal point of view. From video clips and personal stories we will see how the changing current geo​graphical boundaries affect daily life of the area’s residents.

Session #3 The Costs of War: Human Consequences and Economic Implications
We hear from the news stories of death and injury. We hear little about the psychological impact on residents of both sides, especially on children who know nothing but fear and war. Water, olive trees, tourism, trade, and employment— these are just a few of the areas of life that have been devastated by the conflict. We’ll explore the problems that must be addressed in any lasting peaceful resolution, using drama and role-plays. 

Session #4 The Climate for Peace Today: Hope in the Midst of Tragedy
While our government and those of other "world powers" cannot seem to get beyond rhetoric in dealing with the questions of terrorism and the Middle East, many organizations are actively promoting peace in the region. The Christian Peacemaker Teams call us to "pray, preach and pester for peace." We will explore the way peace is being practiced and promoted in Israel/Palestine. We will hear the stories of Israeli soldier "refusniks" and Palestinian Women in Black. We will view video clips of children from both sides of the conflict who have come together to talk and play. We will work towards answering the question: How can we be effective in lending our voices and re​sources towards a peaceful and just resolution of this conflict?

The leader for such a series will be LMPC Assistant-Director, Marty Farahat. In addition to her life-long commitment to Christian peacemaking, Marty brings to these sessions first-hand experiences from living in the Middle East, both before and after the 1967 war. She has taught in both American and Egyptian universities, and maintains many personal contacts in the region, contacts who provide insight into current conditions, attitudes and positions.


Groups interested in exploring the possibility of hosting a workshop can contact the peace center at the above address or phone number.








All this is from God, who reconciled us to himself through Christ, and has given us the ministry of reconciliation.  – 2 Corinthians 5:18


